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The Green Heart of Kraków 
Enhancing Quality of Life for People and Nature

Urbanismo 1  Jana Braun
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Krakow’s Old Town is highly dense and strongly shaped by tourism, as its historic structure was pre-
served after the war and is now protected by strict monument regulations. The project aims to impro-
ve quality of life by creating more space for residents and nature and reducing the dominance of tourism. 
 
This will be achieved by expanding green spaces to provide recreational areas and reduce heat. Measures inclu-
de climate forests, urban gardening on unused sites, mobile greenery for temporary event spaces, and the ecolo-
gical and social enhancement of the green belt around the Old Town, parts of which will function as biotopes. 
 
The Old Town will also become largely car-free, with access limited to emergency services, deliveries, and selected 
public transport. New public transport routes and a mobility hub above the train station will ensure good accessibility. 
 
To attract more permanent residents, affordable housing is proposed through a community-oriented cluster housing 
project. In the northern area near the theater, a new social and cultural hub will be created by converting a former mu-
seum into a community center, complemented by shared outdoor spaces, urban gardening, and an open-air stage..
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